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yet does not have the kind of trees which bear good fruit,
he will not have good fruit. This question is of far greater
importance in connection with citrus fruits than with de-
ciduous fruits, for it appears that oranges tend toward
mutation much more generally than apples or peaches.
On account of failure to select buds with due care in the
past, a surprisingly large percentage of bearing orange
trees are unprofitable. The average orchard is a mixture
of different types, some good, some bad. Every planter
should either grow his own trees, or select his own buds
and have a nurseryman grow the trees on contract, or at
least buy trees from a nurseryman who has a reputation
for carefulness in the selection of bud-wood.
It is of the very highest importance that all buds be cut
from bearing trees while the fruit is on them and from trees
which are known to have borne the ideal type of fruit
on each and all of their branches for a series of years. It
is a splendid plan to select certain typical mother trees in
the orchard and keep an accurate record of the amount
and quality of fruit produced. If off-type fruit is borne
on any branch of a tree, no buds should ever be cut from
that tree. In the case of the Navel orange, it happens
that the best trees from which to cut buds present only
fine fruiting brush which does not make satisfactory bud-
wood. Such trees may be given a moderate pruning
and thinning out over their whole tops and thus encour-
aged to produce plump twigs, more suitable for bud-
wood, the following season.
In these days there is much talk about " pedigreed ".
nursery stock. Usually what is sold as pedigreed stock
is stock whose scions are said to have been cut from